
Student Profile: Madeline Urback 
Madeline Urback is a Graphic Arts student in the class of 2020. 
 
Why did you choose Flashpoint Chicago? 
 
This one might get a little long and personal. Buckle your seatbelts and prepare to set 
sail!  
 
Originally, I was going to be attending one of the fine arts schools I had received 
scholarships for. Then I figured out that it was not possible to get the remaining loan 
money I needed in order to go to one of those art schools in time. 
 
Dreams crushed, I was going to be attending a community college near where I lived. I 
had known about Flashpoint and was hoping to attend the Summer Program. I did not 
initially have the money for the Summer Program, either, until I was offered a 
scholarship. 
 
After the program, Flashpoint was kind enough to offer me an art school to call home. I 
know it sounds corny but I would like to look at Flashpoint as being my destiny or fate.  
 
I would like to turn this story into a lesson and a message to all who read this. If you feel 
stuck or incapable of doing anything in this world, do not let it stop you. There are many 
opportunities in places you may have never expected. 
 
What do you think makes this school unique?  
 
What makes Flashpoint a unique school is a combination of character traits. Most 
individuals living a creative life enjoy more than a single creative outlet.  
 
Flashpoint allows me to collaborate with students from Animation, Recording Arts, Film, 
and with other Graphic Designers. Collaborating with all kinds of creatives is how 
companies thrive in the real world. Flashpoint gives me the opportunity to experience 
this before jumping into my real career. 
 
Additionally, Flashpoint is a smaller school, which means a closer-knit community and 
strong relationships. I have made wonderful connections with peers and teachers. Both 
students and faculty put forth a tremendous amount of effort to help and to improve 
each other. Flashpoint feels like family. 
 
What is your favorite thing about the school?  
 
My favorite part about Flashpoint is that the faculty cares about my work and me. There 
are a lot of scary rumors pre-college about how the instructors at college don’t care 
about you or your education.  



 
At Flashpoint, teachers go out of their way to make time for my work and me. They let 
me borrow books, offer me a soda from the vending machine, buy me tea at Starbucks, 
pull my name out of a hat at random and gift me a Starbucks card, and provide extra 
help at any time. Even the security team always wishes me a good morning and asks 
me how I am doing.  
 
What would you change about the school?  
 
I wouldn’t change anything about Flashpoint, it is perfect just the way it is!  
 
Haha, just kidding... I love Flashpoint, but I would love Flashpoint even more if there 
were more classes that offered the chance to collaborate with the other disciplines.  
 
Sure, I can personally ask other students to collaborate. However, not every student 
realizes that they may like something other than their own discipline. As artists, we often 
like to curl up in our little turtle shells and hide from the world, but I encourage changing 
that.  
 
Students should be able to get a taste of what it is like to be an animator or record Foley 
sound for a video game in the studio. Not everyone is aware of the opportunities in the 
palms of their hands. So let's make it happen!  
 
What are you most looking forward to at Flashpoint Chicago this year? 
 
I am most looking forward to becoming the best artist and human I can be, as well as 
inspiring others to do the same. Most people get caught up in their own success and 
story, but I would like to point out that creating others journeys and inspiring them is 
probably the second-most important thing, and maybe even the more important thing. 
 
What extracurricular activities are you involved in?  
 
I am involved in Electronic Music Production Club, and ISH (Illustration Society Here).  
ISH (Lead: Adam Frommelt): I am the student editor for ISH. ISH is a group that puts out 
a yearly themed annual with all kinds of art. This year's annual being “Unfinished.” Here, 
you can find photography, traditional artwork, digital artwork, you name it! ISH dedicates 
time to the art that seems to lose time. We dedicate the time that slips by to projects that 
we have always wanted to do. 
 
EMP Club (Lead: Yuri Lysoivanov): We learn amazing facts about music. We also get a 
chance to share and collaborate with each other. This club is fun and exciting no matter 
your skill level. Take it from me, I am a graphic design student and I am in a music club.  
 



If you are interested in either of these clubs, please find the lead or me. We would be 
happy to get you involved.  
 
What activities do you wish the college had but they do not at this time?  
 
I would definitely be on board for an esports club that participates in tournaments.  
I would also love a wood-type printing club. It's ridiculously specific, but a mass majority 
of fine arts schools have groups like this, let's do it!  
 
What would you say is your favorite class you have taken so far?  
 
My favorite class that I have taken so far is Design Process. Since day one, I was 
heavily invested in the process behind creating spectacular design. This class breaks 
down a seven-step process on designing for a client. 
 
In this class, there was consistent hard work and critique every week. This ultimately 
helped improved everyone in the class, which is a wonderful accomplishment and goal. 
 
If you could look back at the end year, how would you describe a successful 
year? What advice would you give yourself to make it an even better year?  
 
If I could look back, I would tell myself to take a deep breath and take everything day-by-
day, project-by-project. I end up panicking quite a lot, which ultimately results in my 
performance suffering.  
 
To make it an even better year, I would tell myself and others to never give up. We are 
all very passionate individuals. This is quite obvious. However, the root meaning of 
passion is not about the end results and success that we all become obsessed with, but 
it is what we are willing to suffer for.  
 
What are you willing to suffer through in order to reach your goals and dreams?  
 
This means it is okay to be sad. It is okay to be bored. It is okay to be frustrated.  
 
But know that doesn't just go away. You will live that forever because we are artists we 
want to improve and become amazing at what we do. This means that we will never 
settle for mediocre.  
 
This is a good thing. Just remember it doesn't come easy. It never came easy for any of 
our personal heroes.  
 
In addition, success is whatever you want it to be. Whatever you want in life and are 
willing to fight for is your success.  
 



What advice do you have for fellow students?  
 
Just be a badass. Follow your heart, keep a smile on your face, and never give up. You 
are capable of anything you set your mind to. No matter where you came from or who 
you are, you are you, and no one else can do you, except you. 


