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- Why did you choose Flashpoint Chicago? 
Although I started in July, this story goes back a few years. While I was attending Lane 
Tech High School, I had an elective open my sophomore year. A guitar class was an 
option, and I had always wanted to learn how to play. Music was a passion of mine, so I 
gave it a shot, signed up, and was immediately inspired. I was inspired by the 
instrument, my teachers, the room full of aspiring musicians taking beginning guitar with 
me, and of course, the music. This opened up a new door to me known as the Lane 
Tech Music Program, and for my remainder years there, I took two more years of guitar, 
general music, percussion, and a sound engineering class. My junior year sound 
engineering class was when Recording Arts Department Chair, Yuri Lysoivanov, came 
in and introduced us all to Flashpoint back in 2016. The thing that sticks out to me this 
day was when he was talking about his own passion for audio. The team that came in 
that day was excited about sound, and that resonated with me. I remember being in 
awe about the school, and thinking, “Wow, it’d be a dream to go there and do that stuff 
for a living.” For some reason, I didn’t think the idea was obtainable for me. Flashpoint 
continued visiting Lane Tech and it stayed fresh in my mind, and when one of my 
friends expressed interest in film, I suggested we attend the Flashpoint Open House. As 
I walked through, I got the same feeling of wanting it but not thinking that it was 
realistic for me. When I graduated, I started at DePaul, left after a month or so I decided 
to take a gap year. On that gap year, it was a 2AM kind of night with my guitar and my 
notebook. Instead of writing a song, I wrote a letter to myself promising that I would take 
the leap, I would go for the dream, and that I would do whatever it would take to be 
successful. It was a couple years' journey, but I finally got the guts to take the leap of 
faith. I tell people all the time that making that life switch to study Recording Arts was 
the best decision I’ve ever made. 

 
-What do you think makes this school unique?  
This school is unique because of the location, the smaller class sizes, and the people. 
I’m a social person, so I was intimidated to go to a smaller school. If anything, I feel way 
more surrounded by support and others here than I did at DePaul. It’s easy to get lost in 
the shuffle at a big school. Here I have the same friends I see daily and I’ve made deep 
connections with them, unlike what I have had at any other school or establishment. All 
of my teachers will go the extra mile for me at any given point in time. They care, and it 
inspires me even more to reciprocate and be the best version of myself.  
 
-What is your favorite thing about the school?  
My favorite thing about the school is the people, always. However, when getting into the 
other stuff that Flashpoint has to offer, the opportunities are another big one. There are 
events all the time, like open mics during lunch periods, clubs, great equipment and 
studio rooms, and the course curriculum as well. Every class I’ve taken has positively 
enriched me as a person. I know it’s supposed to be one favorite thing, but I love this 
school so much, I can’t possibly just zero-in on one thing! 

 
 
 



 
 

-What would you change about the school?  
Everything I’ve ever needed has been here. If I want a club that the school lacks, I can 
start it. Everything outside of that, I genuinely have no complaints. I like day-to-day life 
at Flashpoint and I’ve never since I started in July thought, “Flashpoint would be better if 
this change was made.” Being at an art school, sometimes Gen Ed classes can be 
daunting for students. Even those classes tie into our passions and majors, so I 
genuinely have not a single complaint! 

 
-What are you most looking forward to at Flashpoint Chicago this year? 
This year I’m really looking forward to getting better at working with Pro Tools. I’ve 
finally hit the stage where I wake up and immediately want to hop on my computer and 
start mixing. I find myself browsing Sweetwater getting familiar with gear and plugins, 
more than I want to scroll Facebook. This year I want to get my hands on as much as 
possible and listen critically every step of the way. 

 
-What extracurricular activities are you involved in?  
I joined EMP (Electronic Music Production) club, led by Yuri. We showcase our work to 
each other and learn about music production. My personal baby at the school is the 
Poetry Club that I started with instructor Courtney Hitson. We optionally read our work if 
we desire to share, we read famous work, do writing prompts, and overall have a blast 
discussing poetry. There are also usually snacks! Another club that I started is Music 
Theory and Composition. Since we started up classes again, I’ve taken a small break 
with this one with the intent to revamp it a bit. Before, we would go in and talk about 
music theory and analyze songs and whatnot, but I’m looking to lead the club in a more 
academic way moving forward. Music theory can be hard and takes practice. I’m 
learning right along with the other as I have little to no background in the subject. With 
Yuri as the instructor supporting the club, I can always go to him for guidance on where 
to take the club next or to help explain theory to us after we try and work it out 
ourselves.  
 
-What advice do you have for fellow students? 
Communication is key, and keep your social media professional. We’re at a school 
where networking is at our fingertips. With all the majors and students with so much of 
their own personal skills to offer, you never know when one encounter can lead to 
something bigger. Back when I went to AES in New York in October, legendary 
recording engineer, Al Schmitt, attended and was promoting his book. I introduced 
myself to him, got his book, and later followed him on Instagram. He followed me back! 
This is a big deal because he’s won twenty Grammy awards and in my opinion is the 
king of engineering. Then when I went to NAMM in Anaheim, California back in January, 
I had an interview project for my Composition 2 class. I decided that I wanted to aim 
high and score an interview with Al. He’s an incredibly busy guy, but I sent him a direct 
message on Instagram and he worked with me to make it happen! That one moment 
back in October shaking his hand and telling him my name was enough to present an 
opportunity of a lifetime. That’s how this business works. Work hard, be the best person 
you can, and network, network, network! You never know where it might take you. 


